
12A. Land Use Maps Definitions

Current Land Use
Single Family Residential

Modern suburban residential pattern that characterizes
a large portion of the development in Northglenn. Resi-
dences are primarily composed of single-family dwellings
on lot sizes that generally range from 6,000 to 18,000
square feet. The age of the structures typically ranges
from more than 50 to under 10 years old.

Multi Family Residential

Development areas consisting of multi-unit structures
such as apartments and condominium complexes. Den-
sities are much higher than in Single Family Residential
areas and therefore have additional impacts that must
be considered. Densities can be upwards of 10 dwelling
units per acre. The units often consist of smaller square
footage than a single family residential unit. Adequate
space for parking can often be a challenge if not par-
tially incorporated into the structure.

Commercial

Land use comprising a majority of existing retail/com-
mercial development within the city. Most current devel-
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opment depends solely on automobile access to a mixture of retail,
restaurant, personal services, offices and auto-oriented uses concen-
trated within shopping centers and often along arterials.

General Industrial

Lower-intensity sites that provide a full range of light to medium industrial
uses and activities such as manufacturing, warehousing, industrial pro-
cessing and general service and distribution. The uses described have
the potential to generate more significant nuisances for surrounding
landowners and, as such, land use controls should aim to provide for
proper management of their impacts.

Parks/Open Space

Public land used for parks and recreational uses or lands that are to be
preserved in a natural state.

Vacant/Undeveloped

Land that is vacant, unoccupied or has limited infrastructure or invest-
ment.

Institutional

Uses include public buildings and institutions owned and operated by
governmental or other public agencies as well as private entities, and
not including parks and open space. Public examples of this classifica-
tion include public schools, public cemeteries, government offices and
other governmental activities. Private examples include hospitals, profit
or non-profit facilities providing continuous patient care, religious cen-
ters/activities, private schools, private cemeteries, utilities and other simi-
lar uses. Development intensities are determined by the institutions’
requirements, the location and the city’s discretion.

Future Land Use
Single Family Residential

Modern suburban residential pattern that characterizes a large portion
of the development in Northglenn. Residences are primarily composed
of single-family dwellings on lot sizes that generally range from 6,000 to
18,000 square feet. The age of the structures typically ranges from more
than 50 to less than 10 years old.

Multi Family Residential

Development areas consisting of multi-unit structures such as apart-
ments and condominium complexes. Densities are much higher than in
Single Family Residential areas and therefore have additional impacts
that must be considered.

Neighborhood Commercial

Small scale commercial areas consisting of primarily retail and office
uses. The focus of this type of land use is to provide goods and services
to the surrounding neighborhood.

Commercial Center

Large land use assembly that provides commercial retail services to a
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regional sub-market. Centers are typically formed around a large an-
chor retail store with ancillary uses containing a mixture of retail, restau-
rant, personal services, offices and auto-oriented uses in the surrounding
area. The commercial uses often share joint parking and loading area
facilities.

Mixed Use Centers

An integrated mix of land uses provided within a pedestrian-oriented
environment. Uses may be integrated in both a horizontal (side-by-side)
and vertical (one use located above another) basis. Centers can in-
clude a broad variety of housing types, and the composite of land uses
can include civic and educational facilities, offices and commercial es-
tablishments. Public and private spaces play an important role within in-
dividual developments, and connections to public transit are important.
Development patterns are pedestrian-oriented, and on-street parking
and shared parking arrangements are encouraged. Mixed-use devel-
opment can occur at a variety of scales:

• Mixed use High Intensity
Includes high-density development with nearby freeway or major ar-
terial access. Developments include a target of 250,000 square feet
of total gross leasable space and permits greater concentrations of
office uses. Where appropriate to the area and the street network,
development may include large-scale single uses, utilizing appropri-
ate pedestrian-oriented site layout and architecture. Greater resi-
dential densities are encouraged within and around the
development to provide support for a core of pedestrian activity.
The areas should be highly served by multiple transit routes.

• Mixed use Medium Intensity
Includes an overall mixture of uses in one general area utilizing tradi-
tional one- and two-story construction models. Uses can include low
to medium residential densities, office uses, and most likely, neighbor-
hood serving commercial. Development design should include
pedestrian amenities that foster access to the multiple uses in the
area. Appropriate external access for cars, bicycles and pedestrians
should be provided. Adequate transit facilities should be found in
close proximity to the development areas. Parking for automobiles
should be adequate, but not dominate the development area.

Transit Oriented Development (TOD)

A mixed-use residential or commercial area designed to maximize ac-
cess to public transportation. This form of development is typically lo-
cated within 1/4 to 1/2 mile from an existing transit station. Typical
residential densities for TOD can vary based on the transit level of serv-
ices, but it is widely held that higher densities are more supportive of
transit ridership. The physical design of the area often incorporates fea-
tures to encourage transit ridership. As Northglenn is a residential com-
munity where many people commute to employment in job centers in
other parts of the region, higher density residential development is en-
couraged in the appropriate areas.

Parks/Open Space

Public land used for parks and recreational uses or lands that are to be
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preserved in a natural state.

Vacant/Undeveloped

Land that is vacant, unoccupied or has limited infrastructure or invest-
ment.

Light Industrial

Comprises lower-intensity industrial uses that require a finished product
consisting of small machine parts or electronic equipment, the manu-
facturing or assembling of small products within a business and elements
of wholesale and storage of products in a manner and character that
does not create significant negative impacts to the surrounding area.
Components of office and/or research and development are pre-
ferred, and such uses may include commercial support uses as a sec-
ondary element.

General Industrial

Lower-intensity sites that provide a full range of light to medium industrial
uses and activities such as manufacturing, warehousing, industrial pro-
cessing and general service and distribution. The uses described have
the potential to generate more significant nuisances for surrounding
landowners and, as such, land use controls should aim to provide for
proper management of their impacts.

Institutional

Uses include public buildings and institutions owned and operated by
governmental or other public agencies as well as private entities, not in-
cluding parks and open space. Public examples of this classification in-
clude public schools, public cemeteries, government offices and other
governmental activities. Private examples include hospitals, profit or
nonprofit facilities providing continuous patient care, religious cen-
ters/activities, private schools, private cemeteries, utilities and other simi-
lar uses. Development intensities are determined by the institutions’
requirements, the location and the city’s discretion.
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